Date:
To:

From:

Subject:

The California State University
Office of the Chancellor
400 Golden Shore
Long Beach, California 90802-4275
(562) 985-2800
February 28, 1997
Presidents

Barry Muni{?ﬁY\,u-V"))KL
Chancellor

Determination of Competence in English and Mathematics—FExecutive Order No. 665

I am transmitting to you five copies of Executive Order 665, the Determination of Compe-
tence in English and Mathematics. The Executive Order is issued pursuant to Title 5, Cali-
fornia Code of Regulations, Section 40402.1, Board of Trustees’ Resolution Number REP
01-96-02, and Sections 1 and 2 of Chapter III of the Standing Orders of the Board of
Trustees of The California State University.

In accordance with the policy of The California State University, the campus President has
the responsibility for implementing Executive Orders where applicable and for maintain-
ing the campus repository and index for all Executive Orders.
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Executive Order 665

THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
Office of the Chancellor
400 Golden Shore
Long Beach, California 90802-4210
(562) 951-4744

Executive Order: 665 (Superseded in part by Executive Order 1110 August 2, 2017)

Effective Date: Fall Term 1998
Supersedes: Executive Orders 514 and 582
Title: Determination of Competence in English and Mathematics

This executive order is issued pursuant to Title 5, California Code of Regulations, Section 40402.1,
Board of Trustees’ Resolution Number REP 01-96-02, and Sections 1 and 2 of Chapter Il of the
Standing Orders of the Board of Trustees of The California State University. This executive order
applies to all students who enter the California State University in or after the fall term 1998.

Page 1 of 5



Executive Order 665

Page 2 of 5



Executive Order 665

Page 3 of 5



Executive Order 665

C. Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR): Baccalaureate Level

1.

All students subject to the degree requirements of the 1977-78 or subsequent
general catalogs must demonstrate competence in writing skills at the upper
division level as a requirement for the baccalaureate degree and, if not previously
met in the CSU, for a second baccalaureate degree.

Students shall be matriculated at the CSU campus where they satisfy the Graduation
Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR).

As soon as possible after students are admitted, campuses shall inform them of
writing skills proficiency requirements for graduation, as distinct from lower
division curricula and tests. Certification of writing competence shall be made
available to students as they enter the junior year. Students should complete the
requirement before the senior year.

Certification of graduation writing proficiency is an all-campus responsibility.
Certification may rely on evidence of writing ability as demonstrated in written
coursework, essay examinations, or other measures of student writing competence.
Measures may be developed which best fit individual campus needs. However,
certification by examination shall include a common essay written and evaluated
under controlled conditions and scored by at least two faculty readers.
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Executive Order 665

Certification of graduation writing competence shall be transferable from one CSU
campus to another.

Campuses shall submit annually to the Chancellor’s Office as requested a
description of any changes in campus provisions for implementation of the
Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR). Campus GWAR programs
shall be subject to periodic review and evaluation at least every five years under the
supervision of the Advisory Committee on Student Writing Skills.

D. Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement: Graduate Level

1.

Campuses may require demonstration of writing proficiency as a condition for
admission to a graduate program.

Campuses shall require demonstration of writing proficiency prior to the award of
a graduate degree. The level of proficiency shall be no less than the level required
for GWAR certification at the baccalaureate level.

Campuses may require additional demonstration of advanced-level writing
proficiency as a condition for admission to a graduate program and/or award of the
graduate degree.

Barry Munitz, Chancellor
Dated: February 28, 1997
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